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Shark and Ray Awareness Day - July 14

Join zoos, aquariums, and conservation partners around the world to
celebrate Shark and Ray Awareness Day on July 14.

Sharks and rays are amazing, and today, we celebrate the diversity of over 1,200
species of sharks and rays. From the Greenland shark living up to 500 years to the sawfish
with its long saw-like nose, these animals have evolved unique physical and behavioral
adaptations. As a top predator within their habitat, many species play a critical role in
maintaining the balance of marine food webs and ocean health.

However, unsustainable fishing practices have resulted in serious declines in many
wild populations around the world. Overfishing and bycatch issues can be addressed by
purchasing sustainable seafood and supporting strong, science-based management of
shark populations and their habitats.

Through AZA SAFE: Saving Animals From Extinction, AZA-accredited zoos and aquariums
are working with conservation partners and stakeholders to save sharks and rays. You can
help by supporting your local zoo, aquarium, or science-based conservation organization
and spreading the word about sharks and rays. #WeAreShark
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Shark Hat

AUDIENCE General Zoo and Aquarium Visitors - all ages

MATERIALS NEEDED * Crayons
* Scissors
* Attached template
* Staple
* Construction paper

INSTRUCTIONS Color the shark, cut it out, and staple it to a strip of construction paper.

Developed by:
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1 will help save sharks and rays by:

Because they are
AMAZING * VITAL FOR HEALTHY OCEANS *
MANY SPECIES ARE IN TROUBLE

SHARK NAME:

Created By Sharks4Kids



This certificate mnx:oé_ma@mm that

has pledged to be an ambassador to Sharks and Rays through the following action:
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VELVET BELLY
LANTERNSHARK

Bioluminescent bell
This provides counter-illumination,
camouflaging them from predators
below.

eXTINCT
An increasing number of species are
becoming threatened with extinction
due to overfishing & habitat loss.

WHITE SHARK
Efficient predators; their bodies are
counter-shaded (darker on top with a
white belly), making it difficult for their
prey to see them coming.

YELLOW GUITARFISH
Elusive guitarfish, found in Japanese
waters. They're experts at blending in
with their surroundings.

ZEBRA SHARK
Named because young pups have black
stripes. As they get older, these
become spots so people often call them
Leopard Sharks!

Find out more about the shark characters in this
poster by becoming a Pup's Club Member.

You can also discover more fun facts
at www.sharktrust.org/pups




SHARK

SHARK ANATOMY

Find out what makes sharks one of the greatest predators on our planet?
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BASKING SHARK

Basking Sharks are the 2nd biggest fish in the world.
Yet they eat tiny microscopic plants & animals that
float in the water, called plankton.



How to draw a great
hammerhead shark

(Sphyrna mokarran)
by Julius Csotonyi

© Julius T. Csotonyi




Directions: To discover the name of
this species, use the letter/number

key to crack the code.

©Rebecca Lyndsey
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Materials:

Toilet roll
Hammerhead

Toilet roll tube

Card

Scissors

Paint - Grey & White
Black permanent pen

Draw out on separate
card, one large dorsal
fin, two pectoral fins,
one large Caudal fin
(tail) and a Cephalofoil (the hammer shape). You can use the end of the
roll as a guide to how wide the tail fin and head need to be.

2. Cut two slits horizontally for the head, two slits

vertically for the tail fin, a slit either side for
the pectoral fins and one on top for the

) dorsal fin.

*Take care with the scissors when making

the top and middle slits.

3. Paint the toilet roll, fins and head.
Grey and white paint creates the
countershading used for camouflage.

4. When the paint is dry, slot in all the
pieces and use the permanent marker to give
your little friend 5 gill slits, eyes and a mouth.
Why not add some Ampullae of Lorenzini

(electroreceptors) for your new buddy to hunt down those
sneaky sting ray.  You could create a whole underwater scene!

www.sharks4kids.com
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1\4} Sharks and rays use ampullae of
AQUARIUM Lorenzini to search for prey
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—~ Oid you know?
%mwmuww_ﬂmwm@ 15 of the 16 species of Rhino Rays
are critically endangered

Choose sustainable seafood and support science-based conservation
organizations to save these shark-like rays.



